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trivandrum (57,882), the capital of the Travancorc
State, and residence of the Maharaja, whose palace, as well
as the Padmanabhaswami temple, is situated within the
town. The buildings include the British Residency, the
Museum, designed by Mr Chisholm on the lines of Mala-
yalam architecture, and situated in the public gardens, the
Maharaja's college, and the observatory. The Maharaja's
Nayar Brigade is quartered in the town.
TUTICORIN (28,048). The southern terminus of the
South India railway in Tinnevelly, and port of embarkation
for Ceylon. It is famous for its pearl-fisheries, and is an
important centre of the cotton industry. About 30 per
cent, of the population are Paravas, whose forefathers were
converted en masse to the Roman Catholic religion by
Michael Vaz, Vicar-General of the Bishop of Goa, and
Francis Xavier, in the sixteenth century.
udiamperur (5,327) in Travancore, where Alexis cle
Menezes, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Goa, held, in
1599, the celebrated synod of Diamper, which had an im-
portant bearing on the future of the Roman Catholic and
Syrian churches. Menezes is said, like a second Omar, to
have had all the books written in the Syrian or Chaldican
language, which he could collect, committed to the dames,
not only at the synod, but during his subsequent visitation
of the Syrian churches.
vellore (43,537) in the North Arcot district, cele-
brated for its temple and fort. In 1806, a mutiny broke out
among the native troops, with the object of massacring the
Europeans, and seizing the fort in the name of the sons of
Tipu Sultan, who had been detained at Vellore since their
father's death in 1799. The exciting cause of discontent
is said to have been the introduction of a new leather head-
gear bearing a faint resemblance to a European topi (hat),
and of a new turnscrew in the shape of a cross, which was
ordered to be worn next the heart.

